
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 

• Why are Freemasons NZ and SONZ collaborating on this sponsorship?
This is a mutually beneficial partnership where both Special Olympics NZ and 
Freemasons NZ values are aligned. The partnership will allow the Freemasons to do 
what they do best and that is engage in and support the community, through doing this 
Special Olympics NZ clubs will have more support and ultimately will allow more 
athletes to participate in sports across New Zealand.

The alignment of our core values around inclusion, fun, courage and respect underpin 
the relationship.  This together with the facts that both organisations are active in 
every corner of New Zealand, which provides an opportunity to have strong 
connections in our communities. 

• What does the sponsorship actually cover?
The sponsorship is supporting the Special Olympics National Summer Games that will 
be in Hamilton 8 - 12 December 2021 this year.

• What is the intention for the longer-term relationship between Freemasons NZ’s and 
SONZ?
The National Summer Games is just the start of a larger partnership between 
Freemasons NZ and Special Olympics NZ. The Games sponsorship will be used directly 
towards the cost of the Games, and the Freemasons support of Special Olympics NZ in 
the wider space will be a longer lasting partnership.

The intention is that the Special Olympics Clubs and Freemasons Lodges will connect 
and build the Freemasons community engagement and the SONZ Clubs support and 
capability.  

• How will Lodges and Clubs connect?
We are working on aligning the lodges with the SONZ clubs in their area to ensure we 
maximise the opportunities in each region.  SONZ have Regional Sport Co-ordinators 
who work with the clubs to support the delivery of training and competition.  The RSC’s 
will be at the heart of the relationship to enable us to take learnings from each region 
and apply them across the country.  For any clubs interested in working alongside a 
lodge in your area please contact Carolyn Young in the first instance at
ceo@specialolympics.org.nz and we will liaise with key members from both the lodge 
and local club to ensure an appropriate handover.

• Freemasonry has always been a ‘behind closed doors’ organisation – why take on such a 
public sponsorship, and why now?
Freemasons New Zealand (FMNZ) has been on a journey in recent years to shed that
‘behind closed doors’ image.  The current Grand Master, Graham Wrigley, wants 
Freemasons around the country to Show Up for Freemasonry.  This is all part of raising 
the organisation’s public profile, having the Lodges engage more meaningfully with 
their local communities and engendering an enhanced sense of pride among Brethren, 
many of whom join Freemasonry because they are motivated by a strong sense of 
helping their neighbours, their communities and New Zealand.
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• Does Freemasons NZ support other organisations?
FMNZ already donates considerable sums to a variety of organisations and initiatives 
throughout New Zealand each year.  This is part of our strong focus on charity and 
contributing to our communities.  A prime example is the millions of dollars we have 
donated to support the Malaghan Institute’s Freemasons CAR-T cell research 
programme.  However what you will also find is that every Freemasons Lodge, whether 
in a large city or a small town, will fundraise and support worthy projects and causes in 
their own local communities.

• Who are the Freemasons and what is their history?
Freemasonry came to New Zealand with the early settlers, the first Lodge formed in 
1842, and most towns soon had a Lodge. The Grand Lodge of New Zealand, also known 
as Freemasons New Zealand, formed in 1890.  The early 1970s saw the peak of New 
Zealand membership, attributed to an influx of ex-servicemen after World War Two in 
those days it was a place for many men who came back from war to find an 
understanding and supportive environment. Today there are 5,518 Freemasons in 203 
Lodges in New Zealand.  A Lodge is a group of Freemasons, usually between 30 and 80. 
Lodge meetings are usually held monthly.  The most senior position in the Lodge is the 
Master who is supported by a group of Officers in running the Lodge and conducting 
the ceremonies.

Freemasonry is not a secret society, nor is it a religion or sect. Men of all faiths are 
welcome to join and like any organisation their reasons to join are quite different - 
some want to contribute to society and join to help their local communities, others are 
interested in growth and personal development, many younger people are joining 
because Freemasonry can offer positive male role models, fellowship and structure.   

Visit here for more information about Freemasonry. 

How do Freemasons support their communities and New Zealand? 
The organisation has a registered charity that does significant charitable work in the 
community.   

We estimate the FMNZ Charity and its trusts like the Potter Trust, The Freemasons 
Foundation and other charitable activities contribute nearly $5 million per annum.  The 
Masonic Villages Trust operates retirement villages and aged care facilities around the 
North Island.  

• How can freemasons help at the Special Olympics National Summer Games?

Local Freemasons will be part of the volunteer workforce at the Games. They may cover 
roles such as sports officials, medical, ceremonies, administration, communications and 
marketing, team support, transport, IT and general event support.   

How can a Lodge support SO Clubs? 

There are several ways Freemasons Lodges could support the SONZ clubs in their 
regions and we have outlined these below. Some support may come from individual 
Lodges or a collective of Lodges in an area, or as a District or a Division.  Ideas for 
support to clubs include (but not limited to): 
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Committee members – From time to time clubs can find it challenging to fill the roles on 
the committee.  The key committee roles of Chair, Treasurer, Secretary could be 
undertaken by a Freemason. 

Drivers – support to get athletes to and from training. 

Fundraisers – activities could include: 

• Grant funding applications.  These often take quite a lot of time and skill. Having 
someone that knows about funding applications, (or has capacity to learn) who to 
ask for what, and how to word applications can make a huge difference in the 
success of those applications.

• Supporting fundraising activities e.g. sausage sizzle, movie nights, raffles etc.

Coaches – Some of the Freemasons may be able to help clubs with coaching capability. 

Volunteers - general volunteers to help out with different roles within the club. 

Constitutional changes – As we work through the potential changes to the legal 
structure of the clubs, the Freemasons may have some expertise that could support the 
clubs with the paperwork to complete the proposed changes later this year.  

What do we want to achieve with the partnership? 

Special Olympics New Zealand Freemasons New Zealand 

Raising Profile Increasing Community engagement 
Increasing the number of volunteers 
to support the clubs and athletes 

Better community outcomes 

Increasing Funding Supporting members of our community 
in need who do not have access to other 
sources of funding 

Increasing the expertise, capacity 
and capability of the clubs 

Benevolence 

More athletes participating in more sports Supporting our Strategic Direction 
More coaches Developing our “One Team 

Culture” throughout FMNZ and 
other related charitable entities 

Increasing interest from 
sponsors, Government, families 
and athletes 

Increasing public awareness interest in 
Freemasonry and its work in the community 
– potential to attract new member who 
share a common desire to help their 
communities.
Increasing Community engagement 




